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Middleborough Elementary 
                               September 2016   

Jamie Basignani, Principal 

Sharon Fischer, Assistant Principal 

313 West Road, Essex, MD  21221 

(410) 887-0160 main office 

(410) 887-0161 fax 

(410) 887-0471 nurse 

www.middleboroughes.bcps.org 

Follow us on Twitter @middleboroughes  

Like us on Facebook @middleboroughes 

 

Dear Middleborough Families, 

The 2016-17 school year has gotten off to a smooth start, and 

our students are adjusting nicely to their new classrooms and 

teachers. We would like to personally thank you for helping to 

make Middleborough Elementary a safe place to learn. The 

time you take to sign in and out of the building is important so 

we know who is in our building at all times. Our students and 

staff members have the BCPS One cards that identify them, 

and we will also be looking for your Visitor or Volunteer Pass. 

Please remember to have your driver’s license available when 

you sign in.  Student safety is very important to us! 

If you haven’t already done so, we urge you to join our PTA.  

Without the help of our PTA, we wouldn’t be able to support 

school events, supplies for students, and field trips.  Thank you 

for all that you do to support the success of Middleborough 

Elementary.  This is going to be a great year!! 

Sincerely, 

Jamie Basignani, Principal 

Sharon Fischer, Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 12 

Schools closed for 

Professional Development  

September 13 

Volunteer Training,              

MES Library, 5:30 p.m. 

PTA Meeting - all are 

welcome! MES Library, 6 p.m. 

September 14 

PTA Spirit Night 

Pizza John’s, 5-9 p.m. 

September 26 

PTA Sweet Frog Spirit Event 

12-9 p.m., Rosedale 

 

Thank You   

The MES staff would like to 

thank the PTA for providing 

Chick-Fil-A dinner at Back to 

School Night.  We really 

enjoyed it! 

 

 

http://www.middleboroughes.bcps.org/
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School Security  

Safety Reminders (Superintendent’s Rule 1300) 

Use of tobacco/other drugs is prohibited on school grounds 

Pets are prohibited on school grounds (Rule 1300) 

Visiting the School (Superintendent’s Rule 1240) 

Prior to visiting any portion of the school, all visitors to schools must 

report to the main office, sign the visitor’s log, state the reason for 

their visit, and receive a visitor’s pass that must be worn at all times.  

Classroom visits and conferences by parents and other authorized 

individuals are encouraged. Such visits should be arranged 

through the principal’s office or with the classroom teacher prior to 

coming to the school.  The principal reserves the right to limit or 

schedule the visit in such a way to diminish or avoid disruption to 

the normal operation of the school.  Visitors will not be permitted 

during lunch times due to safety concerns in 

the cafeteria.   

Arrival Procedures  

-Stay in the drop off line 

-No parked cars or passing of cars while in line 

-Student should exit on the right side for safety 

-Parents should remain in vehicle and allow staff to assist student if needed 

-3 cars unloading at one time – only in zones indicated by orange cones 

Dismissal Procedures 

Our dismissal begins at 3:25 p.m.  All students should be picked up by 3:45.   

• Stay in pick up line 

• No parked cars or passing of cars in pick up line 

• Use crosswalks 

• No U-turns on West Road outside of pick up line 

 

 

 

 

Measurement of 

Academic Progress 

(MAP)  

Students in grades 1 -5 will 

participate in the MAP 

assessment during the testing 

window of September 12, 

2016-October 20, 2016.  

Students are encouraged to 

take their time and show 

what they know!  
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Change in Dismissal 

Change in normal transportation requires a signed note from the parent.  If there is no note 

presented, the child will be sent home via their normal mode of transportation.  If a child is going 

home with another student, there must be a note from the parent.  The notes will be sent to the 

office so that a confirmation phone call can be made.  

Birthday Celebrations 

The mission of the BCPS Office of Food and Nutrition Services is to provide nutritious meals in a safe 

environment to all students by teaching them how to make healthy choices and to fulfill nutritional 

needs resulting in lifelong eating habits. As such, we will honor student birthdays in ways that 

support healthy behaviors.  A variety of alternatives to use in place of food include:  

 small favor bags (pencils, stickers, glow sticks, erasers, notepads, etc.), donate a book to 

the class and schedule a time to read it to them,  

 donate classroom supplies (books, games, musical items) 

 donate recess items (balls, hula hoops, etc.) to the class in the student’s honor 

Please be sure to check with your child’s teacher before purchasing or planning any events.  They 

may have even better ideas to share with you! 

Water Dispenser 

You may have noticed our new water dispensers located throughout the building.   

Bottled water dispensers were installed in our school due to national concerns about 

drinking water. No substantiated concerns have been associated with BCPS drinking 

water and we expect that this is a short term situation while an assessment is 

completed.  Although not required, students are encouraged to bring water bottles 

from home whenever possible.  They will be discouraged from using disposable 

bottles, including plastic water bottles, to prevent the spread of germs. 

Volunteer Training - Available Online! 

Each year, more than 20,000 parents and family and community members volunteer 

their knowledge, skills, and time to BCPS.  They contribute to students’ academic progress in a 

number of ways, from assisting in cafeterias and libraries to accompanying students on field trips 

and organizing special events and projects.   

To ensure the safety of BCPS students, parents and others interested in volunteering in county 

schools must complete an annual application process and participate in a brief orientation.  This 

orientation covers topics such as volunteer expectations and guidelines, school safety and 

security, and important information regarding BCPS policies and procedures.   
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The new online training makes the sessions available year-round and at the volunteer’s 

convenience.  The orientation can be found at www.bcps.org  ParentsVolunteer with BCPS.   

At the end of the online orientation, certificates can be printed to document completion.  Please 

submit your certificate and volunteer application to the school office for documentation.  MES 

computer lab will be open to families on Tuesday, September 13 from 5:30 - 6 p.m. prior to the PTA 

meeting.  We hope that you will take advantage of this opportunity to complete your training.  

Attendance  

Tardies 

Our MES doors open to students at 8:45 a.m., and our school day begins at 

9:05.  Students who arrive at school after 9:05 a.m. will be marked tardy, 

unless they arrive on a BCPS bus that is running late.  Students who present a 

doctor’s note will have the tardy excused.  Tardies will be marked as 

unexcused until a note is presented.  

Early Dismissals 

Early dismissals should occur no later than 3 p.m.  After 3 p.m., our office becomes very busy 

preparing for dismissal, and changes in dismissal plans can complicate the process thus resulting in 

errors.  If a child is going home early, a note from the parent must be received by the morning of 

the day the child is to leave early.   The note will be sent to the office for confirmation.   

Absences  

Students are expected to maintain satisfactory attendance at the state standard of 94%. Our MES 

percentage for the 2015-2016 school year was 94.6%, and we are hoping for 96% this year!  In 

order to foster continuity of the instructional program, students should not exceed an absence 

rate of 10% in a given quarter.  If students exceed the 10% rate, parents will be contacted to 

develop an attendance plan.     

A student absent from school shall present a note immediately upon return to school. The note, 

signed by the parent/guardian, shall include the name of the student, the date of, and the reason 

for the absence no later than five days after the student’s return to school.   Any absence or 

tardiness not supported by a parent/guardian note will be marked as an unlawful absence.  

Please remember that vacations during the time that school is in session are considered an 

unlawful absence.   

Beginning the week of September 12, 2016, Connect Ed phone messages will be generated each 

day at 10 a.m. for all students who are marked absent unless the parent has notified the school of 

their child’s absence. This is to ensure the safety and accountability of all students.   
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Make-Up Work 

It is the responsibility of the student or his/her parent/guardian to request missed assignments for 

each lawful absence.  Teachers will assist students in making up missed work for excused 

absences.  It can be difficult for teachers to send home work in advance of an absence, as work is 

assigned based on daily learning.   

News from the Art Room 

Hello Middleborough Mariners! 

My name is Mrs. Heuston and I am the new art teacher here at 

Middleborough Elementary!  I am so excited to be here as a part of the 

community and I look forward to all of the great creative endeavors 

that I get to embark on with the students here!  This is my seventh year as 

an art teacher and my greatest mission is to make sure my students 

have all the creative thinking skills that they need for the 21st 

century.  You can find me at school on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays and parents can contact me anytime at 

kheuston@bcps.org or through BCPSone.  I can’t wait to see all of the 

great things we do this year! 

Physical Education News  

The safety of your children in physical education class is my first responsibility. You can help me 

accomplish this by sending your child to school in sneakers (athletic shoes) on PE day. This type of 

shoe is designed to support a child while they are involved in a physical activity; not a sandal, boot, 

or dress shoe. If it is necessary for your child to wear these other types of shoes, please send their 

sneakers in their book bags to change into prior to PE class. If your child does not have sneakers to 

participate in class, they will be missing out on the physical activities for the day due to safety 

concerns.  

Coming home today in Thursday folders, you will find a permission slip for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders 

that would be interested in participating in a before school walk/run program. The number of 

participants are limited, so please send back the signed slip as quickly as possible. 

SAVE THE DATE: Middleborough Elementary will be hosting its 1st Fall Field Day on Thursday, October 

14th. More information will be coming home with your child concerning the event as we get closer 

to the date. Please keep in mind that we will need parent volunteers to make field day work for the 

students. Make sure that you take the volunteer training if you are interested in helping on October 

14th. 

I would also like to encourage your child to be physically active not only while in school, but also at 

home. Children should be active 60 minutes a day and that is not always possible in the school day. 

Organized activities through recreation programs help accomplish this, but they are not the only 

 

mailto:kheuston@bcps.org
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avenue. Walking the dog, gardening, or dancing around the living room can help a child reach the 

60 minute goal.  A September Activity Log is coming home in Thursday folders.  Record daily how 

many minutes the student is active on the activity log and initial weekly to receive recognition for 

their hard work. Have your child bring the activity log to the cafeteria on Thursday mornings only. 

Thanks for all of your support to help make the Physical Education program thrive for your child! If 

you should ever have any questions, please feel free to contact me at scostello2@bcps.org.  

Susan Costello- Physical Education Teacher 

 

 

Counselor Corner 

Greetings Middleborough Families! 



   

The Mariner  Page 7 of 9 
   

 

My name is Mike Hopkins and this is my second year as Middleborough’s school counselor. I hope 

the start to the school year has been smooth and I look forward to working with you and your 

students this year. 

5th Grade and Pre-K families: An information flyer about BCPS Magnet programs was distributed on 

Back-to-School night. If you were unable to attend Back-to-School night no worries, I’ll be sending 

home flyers with your students. If you are interested in learning more about the Magnet programs, 

there will be an information meeting on Thursday September 22, 2016 at Kenwood High School at 

6:30 pm. More information will be coming home soon with your student about the Magnet 

Programs. 

October 4-7 MES will be participating in BCPS’s Bullying Prevention Week. We are beginning to plan 

activities for the students for the entire week. To help you plan:  

Tuesday, October 4 - wear green 

Wednesday, October 5 - wear yellow 

Thursday, October 6 - wear red  

Friday, October 7 - wear purple  

That’s all for now. If you have any questions or needs, please do not hesitate to ask me for 

assistance. Thank you for all you do for your students and Middleborough Elementary. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Hopkins 
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